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About the Niskanen Center
The Niskanen Center works to advance an open society by active engagement in the war of ideas, direct engagement in the
policymaking process, and through the courts with amicus briefs and pro bono representation. We develop policy proposals,
mobilize other groups to support those proposals, promote those ideas to legislative and executive decision-makers, build
short- and longer-term coalitions to facilitate joint action, establish strong working relationships with allied legislative- and
executive-branch actors, and marshal the most convincing arguments and information in support of our agenda.
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Niskanen Center (NC)

Description:

The Niskanen Center, which was co-founded by Jerry Taylor and Joe Coon in January 2015, is a nonpartisan 501(c)(3)
think tank that works to promote an open society ...

Stakeholder(s):
William (Bill) Niskanen :
The Center is named after William (Bill) Niskanen. Bill was a
long-time friend whom we knew as chairman of the Cato
Institute. Before his time at Cato, Bill was a defense policy
analyst at RAND, director of program analysis at the Institute
for Defense Analyses, assistant director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, professor of economics at the University
of California at Berkeley, chief economist at the Ford Motor
Company, professor of economics at UCLA, and a member (and
later, acting chairman) of the Council of Economic Advisers
under President Ronald Reagan.
Bill was a personification of the qualities we embrace at the
Niskanen Center. He was an exemplary scholar who never let
ideology or partisanship color his interpretation of facts and
data. He was an idealist but, at the same time, a political realist
with a burning desire to improve the state of affairs to whatever
extent he could. And he was a man who earned great affection
and respect from people across a wide range of governing
networks in Washington.

Niskanen Center People

TED GAYER :
President

JOE COON :
Senior Vice President

MUSA AL-GHARBI :
Senior Fellow, Criminal Justice

SARAH ANZIA :
Senior Fellow, Political Science

ALEX ARMLOVICH :
Senior Housing Policy Analyst

JAMES BESSEN :
Senior Fellow, Regulation

DAVID BOOKBINDER :
Chief Counsel

MATTHEW BULGER :
Government Affairs Manager, Criminal Justice
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JOHAN CAVERT :
Transmission Policy Analyst, Climate

AARON CHALFIN :
Senior Fellow, Criminal Justice

LINDA CHAVEZ :
Senior Fellow, Open Society

AURELIAN CRAIUTU :
Senior Fellow, Open Society

DAVID DAGAN :
Manager, Editorial and Academic Affairs

JENNIFER DANIS :
Senior Staff Attorney

MATT DARLING :
Employment Policy Fellow

KRISTIE DE PEÑA :
Vice President for Policy and Director of Immigration Policy

ED DOLAN :
Senior Fellow, Fiscal and Monetary Policy

JENNIFER DOLEAC :
Senior Fellow, Criminal Justice

KRISTIN EBERHARD :
Director of Climate Policy

KRISTIE ESHELMAN DOMBROSKI :
Digital Media Director

CECILIA ESTERLINE :
Immigration Research Analyst

LAURA K. FIELD :
Senior Fellow, Open Society

JEFFREY FLIER :
Senior Fellow, Social Policy
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MICHAEL JAVEN FORTNER :
Senior Fellow, Criminal Justice

MEGAN GIBSON :
Deputy Chief Counsel

LEIGH GIBSON :
Vice President

DAVID GRAY :
Senior Fellow, Political Science

MATT GROSSMANN :
Senior Fellow, Political Science

RICHARD HAHN :
Senior Fellow for Research, Criminal Justice

SAMUEL HAMMOND :
Director of Social Policy

KODIAK HILL-DAVIS :
Vice President of Government Affairs

NATHAN JENSEN :
Senior Fellow, Regulation

TAHRA JIRARI :
Communications Associate, Social Policy

ANDREW JUSTUS :
Housing Policy Analyst

GEOFF KABASERVICE :
Vice President of Political Studies

ZOE KLASS-WARCH :
Legal Research Associate

MATTHEW LA CORTE :
Government Affairs Manager, Immigration Policy

JACOB T. LEVY :
Senior Fellow, Open Society

BRINK LINDSEY :
Vice President

DAMON LINKER :
Senior Fellow, Open Society

SHARI MAY :
Research Manager, Development

JOSHUA MCCABE :
Senior Family Economic Security Analyst

GREG NEWBURN :
Director of Criminal Justice

ROBERT ORR :
Social Policy Analyst

DAVID OSBORNE :
Vice President of Development
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SHUTING POMERLEAU :
Research Manager, Climate Policy

MONICA PRASAD :
Senior Fellow, Poverty and Welfare

WILL RADERMAN :
Employment Policy Analyst

LIZA REED :
Electricity Transmission Research Manager, Climate Policy

GABRIELA RODRIGUEZ :
Innovation Policy Analyst

ROBERT SALDIN :
Senior Fellow, Political Science

IDEAN SALEHYAN :
Senior Fellow, Immigration

DAVID SCHLEICHER :
Senior Fellow

RICHARD SCHMALENSEE :
Senior Fellow, Climate

DAVID SCHOENBROD :
Senior Fellow, Climate

GABRIEL SCHOENFELD :
Senior Fellow, Open Society

COREY SCHRODT :
Legislative Affairs Manager, Climate

KATHRYN SCHROEDER :
Litigation Fellow

KRISTEN SEALS :
Human Resource Manager

DANIEL TAKASH :
Regulatory Policy Fellow

LOUISA TAVLAS :
Vice President of Communications

JEFF TAYLOR :
Vice President of Finance and Operations

STEVEN TELES :
Senior Fellow, Political Science

TIFERET UNTERMAN :
Litigation Fellow

KEVIN VALLIER :
Senior Fellow, Open Society

CHRIS VANCE :
Senior Fellow, Open Society
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PHILIP K. VERLEGER :
Senior Fellow, Climate

ANDREW WEISS :
Senior Fellow, Fiscal and Monetary Policy

MATT YGLESIAS :
Senior Fellow, Open Society

Niskanen Center Adjunct Fellows

RADLEY BALKO :
Journalist and Author

TERESA BEJAN :
Oxford University

JASON BRIGGEMAN :
Austin Community College

JOSEPH V. GULFO :
Altium Capital Management

SHI-LING HSU :
Florida State University College of Law

PETER JAWORSKI :
Georgetown University

DIDI KUO :
Stanford University

THEODORE R. MARMOR :
Yale School of Management

DENNIS MCCONAGHY :
Former Executive Vice President, TransCanada Corporation

ALISON MCQUEEN :
Stanford University

TAHMINA WATSON :
Watson Immigration Law

WILLIAM WINECOFF :
Indiana University

LARRY YUNGK :
Former Senior Resettlement Officer, UNHCR

MATT ZWOLINSKI :
University of San Diego

Niskanen Center Advisory Board

ANAT ADMATI :
Stanford University

BRANDON ARNOLD :
National Taxpayers Union

RADLEY BALKO :
Journalist and Author

JENNIFER BURNS :
Stanford University

STUART BUTLER :
Brookings Institution

TYLER COWEN :
Mercatus Center

J. BRADFORD DELONG :
University of California, Berkeley

MINDY FINN :
Stand Up Republic

DAVID FRUM :
The Atlantic

WILLIAM A. GALSTON :
Brookings Institution

ELI LEHRER :
R Street Institute

YUVAL LEVIN :
National Affairs

ROBERT LITAN :
Korein Tillery

REIHAN SALAM :
Manhattan Institute

RICHARD SCHMALENSEE :
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

MARK S. WEINER :
Rutgers University

BENJAMIN WITTES :
Brookings Institution

JUSTIN WOLFERS :
University of Michigan

MATT ZWOLINSKI :
University of San Diego

Niskanen Center Board of Directors

DANIEL DREZNER :
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University

JULEANNA GLOVER :
Ridgely Walsh

ROBERT LITTERMAN :
Kepos Capital

RICHARD (R.J.) LYMAN :
ML Strategies

HON. CLAUDINE SCHNEIDER :
Claudine Inc.
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Vision
An open society

Mission
To advance an open society

Values
Open Society:

a social order that is open to political, cultural, and social change; open to free inquiry; open to individual autonomy;
open to the poor and marginalized; open to commerce and trade; open to people who may wish to come or go; open to
different beliefs and cultures; open to the search for truth; and a government that protects these freedoms while
advancing the cause of open societies around the world.
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1. Ideas
Actively engage in the war of ideas



Niskanen Center

Page 8

Strategic Plan

_452c12e2-66a3-11ed-ae4e-6a84f682ea00

_452c13be-66a3-11ed-ae4e-6a84f682ea00

2. Policy
Engage in the policymaking process

_452c14ae-66a3-11ed-ae4e-6a84f682ea00

We develop policy proposals, mobilize other groups to support those proposals, promote those ideas to legislative and
executive decision-makers, build short- and longer-term coalitions to facilitate joint action, establish strong working
relationships with allied legislative- and executive-branch actors, and marshal the most convincing arguments and
information in support of our agenda.

2.1. Proposals

Develop policy proposals

_452c1594-66a3-11ed-ae4e-6a84f682ea00

2.2. Mobilization

Mobilize groups to support our proposals

_452c1670-66a3-11ed-ae4e-6a84f682ea00

2.3. Advocacy

Promote those ideas to legislative and executive decision-makers

Stakeholder(s):
Legislative Decision-Makers Executive Decision-Makers
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2.4. Coalitions

Build short- and longer-term coalitions to facilitate joint action

_452d03d2-66a3-11ed-ae4e-6a84f682ea00

2.5. Relationships

Establish strong working relationships with allied legislative- and executive-branch actors

Stakeholder(s):
Legislative-Branch Actors Executive-Branch Actors
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2.6. Information & Arguments

Marshal the most convincing arguments and information in support of our agenda
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3. Litigation
Engage the courts with amicus briefs and pro bono representation

Stakeholder(s)
Courts

Administrative Information
Start Date: 2015-01-31
End Date:

Publication Date: 2022-11-17
Source: https://www.niskanencenter.org/about/

Submitter:
Given Name: Owen

Surname: Ambur
Email: Owen.Ambur@verizon.net
Phone:
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