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About ELLIS
Founded in 2018, ELLIS builds upon machine learning as the driver for modern AI and aims to secure Europe’s sovereignty
in this competitive field by creating a multi-centric AI research laboratory. ELLIS wants to ensure that the highest level of
AI research is performed in the open societies of Europe and follows a three-pillar strategy to achieve that.
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European Laboratory for Learning and
Intelligent Systems (ELLIS)

Description:

ELLIS - the European Laboratory for Learning and Intelligent Systems - is a pan-European AI network of excellence
which focuses on fundamental science, technical innovation and societal impact.

Stakeholder(s):
Europe
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Vision
The highest level of AI research is performed in the open societies of Europe

Mission
To create a multi-centric AI research laboratory

Values
Artificial Intelligence

Science

Research

Innovation

Sovereignty

Competitiveness

Societal Impact
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1. Research
Study areas with the potential to move the needle in modern AI

Stakeholder(s)
CIFAR Program :
The ELLIS Programs are inspired by the CIFAR Program
model, and closely collaborate with the CIFAR LMB
(Learning in Machines and Brains) Program. Each Pro-
gram has a budget for 2-3 workshops/year to enable meet-
ings of 10-15 Fellows plus guests for intensive scientific
exchange. Workshops can be co-located with academic
meetings (usually) held in Europe, or organised as
stand-alone events, usually at (and with the support of)
ELLIS unit sites.

Program Directors :
Program directors can invite guests to individual work-
shops. This ensures that fresh outside ideas are represented,
and also that a wider community benefits from the work-
shops. Fellow Programs are started by a peer review
process. The next deadline for submitting a proposal will be
announced in the summer of 2022.
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ELLIS Research Programs ~ The ELLIS research programs focus on areas with the potential to move the needle in
modern AI - from basic research in theory and algorithms to applications in health and climate sciences. They include
outstanding researchers as ELLIS Fellows and Scholars. Currently, there are 14 different research programs in ELLIS.
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2. Connections
Connect outstanding young researchers to leading scientists across Europe

Stakeholder(s)
Young Researchers :
The ELLIS PhD & Postdoc Program supports excellent
young researchers by connecting them to leading re-
searchers across Europe and offering a variety of net-
working and training activities, including summer schools

and workshops. ELLIS PhDs and postdocs conduct cut-
ting-edge curiosity-driven research in machine learning or
a related research area with the goal of publishing in
top-tier conferences in the field.
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ELLIS PhD & Postdoc Program ~ The ELLIS PhD and Postdoc program offers outstanding young researchers from
all over the world a unique entry point to cutting-edge machine learning research by connecting them to leading
scientists across Europe and by offering them a variety of training activities. Students can choose between an
academic and an industry track.
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3. Network
Create a network of research sites across Europe

Stakeholder(s)
ELLIS Units :
Highly innovative ecosystems emerge at outstanding aca-
demic institutions like Stanford, Berkeley, MIT, and ETH,
which serve as international talent magnets and incubators
of innovation. Thus, rather than just building a “virtual”
network amongst institutions, ELLIS aims at creating new
working environments for outstanding researchers to enable
them to combine cutting-edge research paired with the
creation of start-ups and industrial impact. As a stepping
stone towards this goal, in September 2019 ELLIS started

establishing smaller ELLIS Units based on a call for pro-
posals carefully reviewed by an international selection
committee. These units bring together the best AI re-
searchers at their locations and fulfill a set of criteria to
ensure excellence and to be maximally competitive at the
international level. Beyond this grassroots initiative, ELLIS
also calls for action directed towards European countries
willing to invest in excellence in AI to set up larger ELLIS
Institutes that are strong and agile enough to be able to
compete with the best of academia and industry worldwide.

_ddbab95a-637e-11ed-ae13-8c2b2f83ea00

ELLIS Sites ~ ELLIS is creating a network of research sites across Europe which are either located at existing AI
research institutions or created from scratch. Currently, there are 35 ELLIS units in 14 countries. The long-term goal is
to establish a set of world-class ELLIS institutes distributed across Europe, each acting as the core of a local AI
ecosystem.
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