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About the Institute for Political Innovation
The mission of IPI is animated by Politics Industry Theory, the groundbreaking body of work pioneered by our founder,
Katherine Gehl. Politics Industry Theory looks at America’s political system through an industry-competition lens in order
to better understand its structure and problems, and, most importantly, to identity the most powerful and achievable
solutions to those problems.

Looking forward, IPI is leading the effort to seed and support state-based campaigns for Final-Five Voting, and is
broadening the discussion and scholarship around political innovation, from the implementation and evaluation of electoral
innovation, to changing the rules and practices of lawmaking in Congress.
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Institute for Political Innovation (IPI)

Description:

The Institute for Political Innovation is a cross-partisan, not-for-profit organization founded by former CEO Katherine
M. Gehl that contributes theory, scholarship, and strategy to catalyze model, modern political change in America.

Stakeholder(s):
Katherine M. Gehl :
CEO, Founder & Chairman ~ Katherine M. Gehl is a business
leader, entrepreneur, author, and speaker. Corresponding with
the release of her first book, “The Politics Industry,”
co-authored with Harvard Business School Professor Michael
E. Porter, and in order to make good on the promise of political
innovation found in its pages, Gehl founded The Institute for
Political Innovation. Gehl is the former president and CEO of
Gehl Foods, a $250 million high- tech food manufacturing
company in Wisconsin, where she led an aggressive and trans-
formational turnaround, receiving multiple awards, before sell-
ing the company in 2015—in part to dedicate more time to
political innovation. In 2013 Gehl applied the traditional tools
of business analysis for the first time to politics in order to
uncover the root cause of its dysfunction—the unhealthy compe-
tition in what she called the politics industry. In 2016 she
invited Porter to join her in her work, and they co-authored the
2017 Harvard Business School publication “Why Competition
in the Politics Industry Is Failing America: A Strategy for
Reinvigorating Our Democracy.” Its enthusiastic reception led
to their book. Gehl serves on the boards of Unite America,
Business for America, and New America. She is the honorary
co-chair of the National Association of Nonpartisan Reformers
(NANR). In 2018 Gehl cofounded Democracy Found, an initiat-
ive dedicated to establishing Final-Five Voting in Wisconsin for
congressional elections. Gehl received a BA from the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, an MA from the Catholic University of
America, and an MBA from Northwestern University’s Kellogg
School of Management.

The Politics Industry :
Politics Industry Theory has changed how the national reform
community thinks about, talks about, and engages constitu-
encies around “powerful-and-achievable” political change.
Katherine’s key contributions to this include the 2017 Harvard
Business School report, “Why Competition in the Politics
Industry is Failing America,” and the 2020 Harvard Business
Review book, “The Politics Industry: How Political Innovation
Can Break Partisan Gridlock and Save Our Democracy.”

Michael E. Porter :
Both the report and the book were co-authored with renowned
Harvard Business School professor Michael E. Porter, one of
the world’s most influential thinkers on management and com-
petitiveness.

IPI Staff

Aaron Menenberg :
Co-Executive Director ~ Aaron Menenberg leads the assem-
blage and mobilization of a national network of leaders from
business, philanthropy, politics, think tanks and academia, and
other sectors to support the passage of Final-Five Voting. Prior
to joining IPI, Aaron was President of Join Philanthropic
Advisory where he helped business leaders, philanthropists,
and non-profit executives advance their reputation, policy,
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political, philanthropic, and social goals through a variety of
public affairs and government relations activities. Prior to
launching Join Philanthropic Advisory, Aaron worked in a
variety of government relations, public policy, business devel-
opment, and research roles for The Public Interest Fellowship,
Israel Allies Foundation, Praescient Analytics, the Israeli Min-
istry of Defense, IBM Corporation, and The Hudson Institute.
He is the editor of Good Vitis, a wine blog. Aaron has a
Master’s Degree from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and
Public Affairs at Syracuse University, and a Bachelor’s in
Political Science from the University of Washington.

Solomon Lieberman :
Co-Executive Director ~ As co-executive director, Solomon is
responsible for the overall growth and strategy of The Institute
for Political Innovation. Solomon is a seasoned political inno-
vator committed to IPI’s vision to restore healthy competition in
American elections and legislation. Previous to joining IPI,
Lieberman was Vice President of Strategy at the Better Govern-
ment Association, Illinois’s only nonpartisan investigative
newsroom and civic advocate. At the BGA, Lieberman led all
approaches around content, communications, distribution and
creative direction, and civic engagement. During his tenure—
two stints—the BGA won dozens of local and national journal-
ism awards for high-impact projects, such as a yearlong
investigation into the high costs of wrongful convictions, which
was featured in The New York Times and won an Edward R.
Murrow Award. Before joining the BGA, Lieberman was a
founding member and chief-of-staff for Intrinsic Schools, one of
the most innovative charter school networks in the country.
Before Intrinsic, Lieberman spent six years working in journal-
ism, design and digital media. He was the co-founder and
creative director of the award-winning online magazine Chi-
cagoSide. Solomon has a master’s from Northwestern Univer-
sity’s Medill School of Journalism, and a B.A. from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison.

Brian Cannon :
Director of Campaigns ~ As the Director of Campaigns, Brian
guides and supports state efforts to pass Final-Five Voting. He
also plays an integral part in IPI’s growing strategy as a
member of the senior leadership team. Prior to joining IPI,
Cannon served as the executive director of the redistricting
reform organization, OneVirginia2021. Cannon successfully
led the reform through the legislature twice – once under a
Republican majority and once under a Democratic majority.
Before joining OneVirginia2021, Cannon worked with The
Fahrenheit Group and several entrepreneurs in the Richmond
area. While in law school studying election law, Cannon was
part of the winning team in the 2011 student redistricting
competition in Virginia. Cannon has a J.D. and B.A. from The
College of William & Mary. He lives with his wife and two
children in Richmond, Virginia.
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Robert Christmann :
Marketing & Communications Intern ~ Robert Christmann
provides support to the Marketing & Communications Director
in managing the IPI brand through design and social media. In
addition, Robert assists those interested in writing Letters to the
Editor in support of Final-Five Voting. Prior to joining IPI,
Robert worked on a variety of campaigns ranging from mayoral
to presidential and between New Orleans and Alaska. Through
these opportunities, he developed a great deal of interest in
reforming the political process to better serve the interests of
the people, not the politicians. Robert is a rising senior studying
Political Science and Global Affairs with a minor in Business
Economics at The University of Notre Dame.

Sylvie Doppelt :
Chief-of-Staff ~ Sylvie Doppelt serves as both a strategist and
operative to optimize and accelerate IPI’s nationwide political
innovation work. In partnership with Chair, Katherine Gehl,
she manages strategic relationships and public speaking events
to build demand for Final-Five Voting. Prior to joining IPI,
Sylvie served as a Senior Account Executive at NowPow, a
growing healthcare startup that builds cross-sector networks to
bridge gaps in community care. Sylvie also worked at Maimo-
nides Medical Center, a safety net hospital in Brooklyn, where
she managed community health partnerships, Board relations,
and fundraising events. Sylvie is a Coro Fellows Program
alumna in Public Affairs and has a bachelor’s in International
Studies and Public Health from Washington University in St.
Louis.

Sara Eskrich :
Senior Advisor ~ Sara Eskrich serves as Senior Advisor to IPI
and as the Executive Director of Democracy Found in Wiscon-
sin. She advises on strategy and state campaigns to advance
Final-Five Voting. Sara previously served as Katherine Gehl’s
Chief of Staff and has been working on political innovation
since 2018. Sara previously served on the Madison Common
Council and worked on health policy in the public and private
sectors. Sara is a graduate of the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison and holds a Masters of Public Affairs from the
Robert M. La Follette School and Masters of Public Health
from the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public
Health.

Kendra Hartman :
General Counsel and Board Member ~ Kendra Hartman is
General Counsel and a board member at IPI. As a senior
member of the leadership team, Kendra sets strategy and
manages the operations required to put that strategy into
action. She is passionate about driving social change through
non-profit work, advocacy and philanthropy. Kendra’s prior
experience includes working as General Counsel for private
corporations and a family office, and managing high-stakes
complex litigation as a partner at a global law firm. Kendra has
a law degree from Yale Law School and a B.A. in Economics
and Business from Brandeis University. She lives with her
husband and three children in Oak Park, Illinois.

Scott Kendall :
Senior Advisor ~ Scott Kendall is an experienced litigator and
appellate advocate who brings a depth of expertise as a
strategic consultant. He is well known for his work across
political parties to design approaches that bring positive results — continued next page

and disrupt negative outcomes. He also provides guidance in
matters related to campaign and election law and representing
organizations and individuals in proceedings before the Feder-
al Elections Commission. In 2010, Scott was counsel to U.S.
Senator Lisa Murkowski’s historic, and successful, write-in
campaign for reelection. From 2015 to 2016, Scott served as
Campaign Coordinator for Senator Murkowski’s successful
2016 reelection campaign. From 2016 to 2018 Scott served as
Chief of Staff to Alaska Governor Bill Walker. Scott has also
authored ballot measures and defended them in court. In 2020,
Scott drafted and defended Alaska’s Ballot Measure 2, and
helped lead the successful Yes on 2 campaign. He continues his
work to bring about better and fairer elections across the
country.

Alyssa Larkin :
Network Manager ~ Alyssa Larkin serves as IPI’s Network
Manager, catalyzing action surrounding Politics Industry The-
ory through leadership engagement and fundraising. In her
role, she advances IPI strategy by supporting the growth of the
organization’s national network of prominent business and
civic leaders. Before joining IPI, Alyssa worked as a PR,
marketing, and strategic partnerships consultant for Chicago’s
visual arts community. She has a Master’s Degree in Arts
Administration & Policy from The School of the Art Institute of
Chicago, and a Bachelor’s in Art History from Lewis & Clark
College.

Rachel Leven :
Senior Fellow ~ Rachel Leven serves as a thought-leader for
IPI, studying the implementation of Final-Five Voting and
producing new research and scholarship on FFV and other
aspects of Politics Industry Theory. Previous to joining IPI,
Leven was a Deputy Director of Policy at the City of Chicago.
Among other things, Leven led Mayor Lightfoot’s policy port-
folio on ethics and democracy including serving as managing
coordinator for the successful administration of the 2020 gen-
eral election and crafting historic reforms to conflict of interest
and lobbying laws. Before joining the Lightfoot administration,
Leven served as Policy Manager for the BGA, Illinois’s only
nonpartisan investigative newsroom and civic advocate, and as
Head of Communications for Chicago’s Inspector General.
Leven has a master’s from Duke University’s Sanford School of
Public Policy, a B.A. from Tufts University, and was a 2010-11
Fulbright Scholar to India.

Kimberly Manecke :
Chief-of-Staff to the Executive Directors ~ Kimberly Manecke
serves as chief-of-staff to The Institute for Political Innovation’s
co-executive directors where she supports the overall func-
tional, strategic, and operational direction of IPI and IPI
Action Fund. Kimberly brings more than a decade of pro-
fessional experience spanning both public and private sectors
where she was a trusted advisor and strategic thought partner
to high-ranking politicians and business leaders, including the
President & Chairman for the Export-Import Bank of U.S.,
then-Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, and the General Counsel
and Chief Litigation Counsel of the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce. Kimberly currently resides in the Chicago suburbs and
is a proud UW-Madison alum, where she obtained two bach-
elor’s degrees, one in Political Science and the other in Legal
Studies.

Stakeholders (continued)
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Starlyn Matheny :
Marketing Director ~ Starlyn Matheny manages the IPI brand,
and is a key player in start-ing up and supporting Final-Five
Voting campaign efforts across the country. She is responsible
for sharing the important work of the organization and engag-
ing supporters both on and offline. Before coming to IPI,
Starlyn was the marketing manager for the Better Government
Association, a nonpartisan not-for-profit organization based in
Chicago that worked for transparency and accountability in
government. Starlyn also worked at GlobalGiving, an inter-
national development nonprofit in Washington, D.C. She has a
bachelor’s degree in Public Policy Studies with a concentration
in Nonprofit Management from Duke University.

Rachel Rappaport :
Fellow, Deputy Chief-of-Staff ~ Rachel serves as key support to
Chair Katherine Gehl and works to optimize and accelerate
IPI’s exposure, impact, and leverage. In managing IPI’s digital
outreach, she is the first point of contact for potential partners
interested in bringing innovation to their state’s congressional
elections. Rachel also coordinates projects that contribute to
advancing IPI’s strategic priorities, including theory and schol-
arship, state campaigns, and national network development.
Prior to joining IPI, Rachel worked to strengthen the voting
power of citizens overseas at Democrats Abroad. Rachel also
served as the Head of Campaign Outreach and as a Staff Writer
at Women to Win, a nonprofit that advocates for female
candidates. She has volunteered with several congressional
campaigns. Rachel has a bachelor’s degree in Politics and
Sociology from Newcastle University in the U.K.

Christine Rex :
Director of Communications ~ Christine Rex serves as IPI’s
Director of Communications, advising on the Institute’s public
relations and media engagement in advancement of our mission
to contribute to theory, scholarship, and strategy to catalyze
model, modern, and nonpartisan political change in America.
Her professional career has spanned across the U.S. and
international markets of government, nonprofit, and corporate
communications, where she’s worked on critical public policy
issues including technology & consumer empowerment, energy
& environmental sustainability, corporate social responsibility,
and more. Most recently prior to IPI, Rex advised on brand
growth and management to global marketing departments,
public relations to Silicon Valley, and press engagement to the
U.S. Congress. Rex has a master’s degree in communications &
journalism from the University of Southern California after
earning her Bachelor of Science from the University of Kansas.
Originally from Colorado, she resides in the DC area with her
son, French bulldog, and goldfish who all enjoy life near the
water.

Shea Siegert :
National Campaigns Advisor ~ Shea Siegert is an Anchorage
resident, who has worked in and around Alaska politics for five
years. He spent 3 sessions working for Republican and Indepen-
dent Legislators in the Alaska State house, and has played a
role on over 17 Alaska campaigns, including serving as Interim
Campaign Manager to Governor Walker. Most recently, he
served as the Campaign Manager and Spokesman for the
successful Yes on 2 for Better Elections campaign in Alaska and
is now working to implement and defend the policies within

— continued next page

Ballot Measure 2 as the Director of External Affairs for the
Alaskans for Better Elections, Inc. and ABE Foundation.

Chandlelyn Wilson :
Executive Assistant ~ Chandlelyn serves as the executive assist-
ant to IPI’s co-executive directors. In her role, she provides
administrative support to both executive directors in their
efforts to manage the growth and the strategy of the organiza-
tion. Before coming to IPI, Chan worked at a national home
health company that is headquartered in Chicago. Originally
hired as the Executive Assistant to the company’s C-suite, she
eventually transitioned into a role that focused on business
process improvement and implementation. Prior to moving to
Chicago in 2018, she worked at a legislative affairs firm located
in Tallahassee, Florida. She has a bachelor’s degree in Politi-
cal Science from Florida State University.

IPI Co-Chairs

Mindy Finn :
CITIZEN DATA

Reid Hoffman

Jojo Neumann :
CONSULTANT

Greg Orman :
EXEMPLAR HOLDINGS, LLC

Austin Ramirez :
HUSCO

John Sobrato :
CONSULTANT

Timi Sobrato :
CONSULTANT

IPI Advisory Council

Rob Stein :
CROSS-PARTISAN STRATEGIST, JOINED JAN. 2021

General Rob Spalding :
JOINED JAN. 2021

Kahlil Byrd :
INVEST AMERICA - JOINED JAN. 2021

Anne-Marie Slaughter :
NEW AMERICA - JOINED FEB. 2021

Ray Benton :
JTCC - JOINED FEB. 2021

Richard Levick :
LEVICK - JOINED MAR. 2021

John Pudner :
TAKE BACK OUR REPUBLIC - JOINED APR. 2021

Ron Christie :
CHRISTIE STRATEGIES LLC - JOINED APR. 2021

Stakeholders (continued)
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Raj Kapoor :
CLIMACTIC, LYFT - JOINED JUN. 2021

Carolyn McClanahan :
LIFE PLANNING PARTNERS, INC - JOINED JUL. 2021

John Opdycke :
OPEN PRIMARIES - JOINED AUG. 2021

Justin Fraga :
FACEBOOK - JOINED OCT. 2021

National Association for Nonpartisan Reformers :

IPI is a proud member of the National Association for Nonpar-
tisan Reformers.

_085a8cf8-5d2c-11ec-a463-5b33f682ea00
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Vision
Democracy is saved

Mission
To catalyze model, modern political change in America

Values
Action: Katherine’s work to better define the politics industry has sparked new strategies and organizations coast to
coast who are working to convert theory into action.

Innovation: IPI represents the next and necessary step: capturing the growing demand for political innovation that
Katherine created, and putting into to work.

Power

Achievability

Nonpartisanship

Democracy

Stakeholders (continued)
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1. Voting
Seed and support state-based campaigns for Final-Five Voting
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2. Political Innovation
Broaden the discussion and scholarship around political innovation
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2.1. Elections

Implement and evaluate electoral innovation

_085a97d4-5d2c-11ec-a463-5b33f682ea00

2.2. Lawmaking

Change the rules and practices of lawmaking in Congress

Stakeholder(s):
Congress

Administrative Information
Start Date:
End Date:

Publication Date: 2021-12-14
Source: https://political-innovation.org/about/

Submitter:
Given Name: Owen

Surname: Ambur
Email: Owen.Ambur@verizon.net
Phone:
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  About the Institute for Political Innovation The mission of IPI is animated by Politics Industry Theory, the groundbreaking body of work pioneered by our founder, Katherine Gehl. Politics Industry Theory looks at America’s political system through an industry-competition lens in order to better understand its structure and problems, and, most importantly, to identity the most powerful and achievable solutions to those problems. Looking forward, IPI is leading the effort to seed and support state-based campaigns for Final-Five Voting, and is broadening the discussion and scholarship around political innovation, from the implementation and evaluation of electoral innovation, to changing the rules and practices of lawmaking in Congress.   Institute for Political Innovation IPI _085a8b72-5d2c-11ec-a463-5b33f682ea00 The Institute for Political Innovation is a cross-partisan, not-for-profit organization founded by former CEO Katherine M. Gehl that contributes theory, scholarship, and strategy to catalyze model, modern political change in America.  Katherine M. Gehl CEO, Founder & Chairman ~ Katherine M. Gehl is a business leader, entrepreneur, author, and speaker. Corresponding with the release of her first book, “The Politics Industry,” co-authored with Harvard Business School Professor Michael E. Porter, and in order to make good on the promise of political innovation found in its pages, Gehl founded The Institute for Political Innovation.

Gehl is the former president and CEO of Gehl Foods, a $250 million high- tech food manufacturing company in Wisconsin, where she led an aggressive and transformational turnaround, receiving multiple awards, before selling the company in 2015—in part to dedicate more time to political innovation. In 2013 Gehl applied the traditional tools of business analysis for the first time to politics in order to uncover the root cause of its dysfunction—the unhealthy competition in what she called the politics industry. In 2016 she invited Porter to join her in her work, and they co-authored the 2017 Harvard Business School publication “Why Competition in the Politics Industry Is Failing America: A Strategy for Reinvigorating Our Democracy.” Its enthusiastic reception led to their book.

Gehl serves on the boards of Unite America, Business for America, and New America. She is the honorary co-chair of the National Association of Nonpartisan Reformers (NANR). In 2018 Gehl cofounded Democracy Found, an initiative dedicated to establishing Final-Five Voting in Wisconsin for congressional elections.

Gehl received a BA from the University of Notre Dame, an MA from the Catholic University of America, and an MBA from Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management.  The Politics Industry Politics Industry Theory has changed how the national reform community thinks about, talks about, and engages constituencies around “powerful-and-achievable” political change. Katherine’s key contributions to this include the 2017 Harvard Business School report, “Why Competition in the Politics Industry is Failing America,” and the 2020 Harvard Business Review book, “The Politics Industry: How Political Innovation Can Break Partisan Gridlock and Save Our Democracy.”  Michael E. Porter Both the report and the book were co-authored with renowned Harvard Business School professor Michael E. Porter, one of the world’s most influential thinkers on management and competitiveness.  IPI Staff   Aaron Menenberg Co-Executive Director ~ Aaron Menenberg leads the assemblage and mobilization of a national network of leaders from business, philanthropy, politics, think tanks and academia, and other sectors to support the passage of Final-Five Voting. Prior to joining IPI, Aaron was President of Join Philanthropic Advisory where he helped business leaders, philanthropists, and non-profit executives advance their reputation, policy, political, philanthropic, and social goals through a variety of public affairs and government relations activities.

Prior to launching Join Philanthropic Advisory, Aaron worked in a variety of government relations, public policy, business development, and research roles for The Public Interest Fellowship, Israel Allies Foundation, Praescient Analytics, the Israeli Ministry of Defense, IBM Corporation, and The Hudson Institute. He is the editor of Good Vitis, a wine blog.

Aaron has a Master’s Degree from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University, and a Bachelor’s in Political Science from the University of Washington.  Solomon Lieberman Co-Executive Director ~ As co-executive director, Solomon is responsible for the overall growth and strategy of The Institute for Political Innovation. Solomon is a seasoned political innovator committed to IPI’s vision to restore healthy competition in American elections and legislation. Previous to joining IPI, Lieberman was Vice President of Strategy at the Better Government Association, Illinois’s only nonpartisan investigative newsroom and civic advocate. At the BGA, Lieberman led all approaches around content, communications, distribution and creative direction, and civic engagement. During his tenure—two stints—the BGA won dozens of local and national journalism awards for high-impact projects, such as a yearlong investigation into the high costs of wrongful convictions, which was featured in The New York Times and won an Edward R. Murrow Award.

Before joining the BGA, Lieberman was a founding member and chief-of-staff for Intrinsic Schools, one of the most innovative charter school networks in the country. Before Intrinsic, Lieberman spent six years working in journalism, design and digital media. He was the co-founder and creative director of the award-winning online magazine ChicagoSide.

Solomon has a master’s from Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism, and a B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Brian Cannon Director of Campaigns ~ As the Director of Campaigns, Brian guides and supports state efforts to pass Final-Five Voting. He also plays an integral part in IPI’s growing strategy as a member of the senior leadership team. Prior to joining IPI, Cannon served as the executive director of the redistricting reform organization, OneVirginia2021. Cannon successfully led the reform through the legislature twice – once under a Republican majority and once under a Democratic majority.

Before joining OneVirginia2021, Cannon worked with The Fahrenheit Group and several entrepreneurs in the Richmond area.  While in law school studying election law, Cannon was part of the winning team in the 2011 student redistricting competition in Virginia.

Cannon has a J.D. and B.A. from The College of William & Mary.  He lives with his wife and two children in Richmond, Virginia.  Robert Christmann Marketing & Communications Intern ~ Robert Christmann provides support to the Marketing & Communications Director in managing the IPI brand through design and social media. In addition, Robert assists those interested in writing Letters to the Editor in support of Final-Five Voting. Prior to joining IPI, Robert worked on a variety of campaigns ranging from mayoral to presidential and between New Orleans and Alaska. Through these opportunities, he developed a great deal of interest in reforming the political process to better serve the interests of the people, not the politicians. Robert is a rising senior studying Political Science and Global Affairs with a minor in Business Economics at The University of Notre Dame.  Sylvie Doppelt Chief-of-Staff ~ Sylvie Doppelt serves as both a strategist and operative to optimize and accelerate IPI’s nationwide political innovation work. In partnership with Chair, Katherine Gehl, she manages strategic relationships and public speaking events to build demand for Final-Five Voting.

Prior to joining IPI, Sylvie served as a Senior Account Executive at NowPow, a growing healthcare startup that builds cross-sector networks to bridge gaps in community care. Sylvie also worked at Maimonides Medical Center, a safety net hospital in Brooklyn, where she managed community health partnerships, Board relations, and fundraising events.

Sylvie is a Coro Fellows Program alumna in Public Affairs and has a bachelor’s in International Studies and Public Health from Washington University in St. Louis.  Sara Eskrich Senior Advisor ~ Sara Eskrich serves as Senior Advisor to IPI and as the Executive Director of Democracy Found in Wisconsin. She advises on strategy and state campaigns to advance Final-Five Voting. Sara previously served as Katherine Gehl’s Chief of Staff and has been working on political innovation since 2018. Sara previously served on the Madison Common Council and worked on health policy in the public and private sectors. Sara is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and holds a Masters of Public Affairs from the Robert M. La Follette School and Masters of Public Health from the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health.  Kendra Hartman General Counsel and Board Member ~ Kendra Hartman is General Counsel and a board member at IPI. As a senior member of the leadership team, Kendra sets strategy and manages the operations required to put that strategy into action. She is passionate about driving social change through non-profit work, advocacy and philanthropy. Kendra’s prior experience includes working as General Counsel for private corporations and a family office, and managing high-stakes complex litigation as a partner at a global law firm. Kendra has a law degree from Yale Law School and a B.A. in Economics and Business from Brandeis University. She lives with her husband and three children in Oak Park, Illinois.  Scott Kendall Senior Advisor ~ Scott Kendall is an experienced litigator and appellate advocate who brings a depth of expertise as a strategic consultant. He is well known for his work across political parties to design approaches that bring positive results and disrupt negative outcomes. He also provides guidance in matters related to campaign and election law and representing organizations and individuals in proceedings before the Federal Elections Commission. In 2010, Scott was counsel to U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski’s historic, and successful, write-in campaign for reelection. From 2015 to 2016, Scott served as Campaign Coordinator for Senator Murkowski’s successful 2016 reelection campaign. From 2016 to 2018 Scott served as Chief of Staff to Alaska Governor Bill Walker. Scott has also authored ballot measures and defended them in court. In 2020, Scott drafted and defended Alaska’s Ballot Measure 2, and helped lead the successful Yes on 2 campaign. He continues his work to bring about better and fairer elections across the country.  Alyssa Larkin Network Manager ~ Alyssa Larkin serves as IPI’s Network Manager, catalyzing action surrounding Politics Industry Theory through leadership engagement and fundraising. In her role, she advances IPI strategy by supporting the growth of the organization’s national network of prominent business and civic leaders. Before joining IPI, Alyssa worked as a PR, marketing, and strategic partnerships consultant for Chicago’s visual arts community. She has a Master’s Degree in Arts Administration & Policy from The School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and a Bachelor’s in Art History from Lewis & Clark College.  Rachel Leven Senior Fellow ~ Rachel Leven serves as a thought-leader for IPI, studying the implementation of  Final-Five Voting and producing new research and scholarship on FFV and other aspects of Politics Industry Theory. Previous to joining IPI, Leven was a Deputy Director of Policy at the City of Chicago. Among other things, Leven led Mayor Lightfoot’s policy portfolio on ethics and democracy including serving as managing coordinator for the successful administration of the 2020 general election and crafting historic reforms to conflict of interest and lobbying laws. Before joining the Lightfoot administration, Leven served as Policy Manager for the BGA, Illinois’s only nonpartisan investigative newsroom and civic advocate, and as Head of Communications for Chicago’s Inspector General. Leven has a master’s from Duke University’s Sanford School of Public Policy, a B.A. from Tufts University, and was a  2010-11 Fulbright Scholar to India.  Kimberly Manecke Chief-of-Staff to the Executive Directors ~ Kimberly Manecke serves as chief-of-staff to The Institute for Political Innovation’s co-executive directors where she supports the overall functional, strategic, and operational direction of IPI and IPI Action Fund.

Kimberly brings more than a decade of professional experience spanning both public and private sectors where she was a trusted advisor and strategic thought partner to high-ranking politicians and business leaders, including the President & Chairman for the Export-Import Bank of U.S., then-Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, and the General Counsel and Chief Litigation Counsel of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

Kimberly currently resides in the Chicago suburbs and is a proud UW-Madison alum, where she obtained two bachelor’s degrees, one in Political Science and the other in Legal Studies.  Starlyn Matheny Marketing Director ~ Starlyn Matheny manages the IPI brand, and is a key player in start-ing up and supporting Final-Five Voting campaign efforts across the country. She is responsible for sharing the important work of the organization and engaging supporters both on and offline. Before coming to IPI, Starlyn was the marketing manager for the Better Government Association, a nonpartisan not-for-profit organization based in Chicago that worked for transparency and accountability in government.

Starlyn also worked at GlobalGiving, an international development nonprofit in Washington, D.C. She has a bachelor’s degree in Public Policy Studies with a concentration in Nonprofit Management from Duke University.  Rachel Rappaport Fellow, Deputy Chief-of-Staff ~ Rachel serves as key support to Chair Katherine Gehl and works to optimize and accelerate IPI’s exposure, impact, and leverage. In managing IPI’s digital outreach, she is the first point of contact for potential partners interested in bringing innovation to their state’s congressional elections. Rachel also coordinates projects that contribute to advancing IPI’s strategic priorities, including theory and scholarship, state campaigns, and national network development.
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